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“What’s in a name?”: author name disambiguation  

Source: https://www.netcredit.com/blog/most-common-name-country/

Most common last names in the world Different authors share the same name 
(polysemy)

Causes of authors’ name synonymy:
✓ Different transliterations of non-English names
✓ Spelling errors 
✓ Name changes and pen names 
✓ Different versions of a personal name (full or 

abbreviated)

The same author may publish under different 
names (synonymy)

https://www.netcredit.com/blog/most-common-name-country/


History of Web of Science and ORCID
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2007
ResearcherID

With ResearcherID, 
we pioneered the 
concept of assigning a 
unique identifier for 
authors that could 
work across systems.

2012
ORCID

WoSG supports the launch of 
ORCiD with base code. 
Supported ORCID from the 
beginning, even prior to its 
launch.

2017
Publons

Publons acquired by 
Clarivate, capturing 
peer reviews, edited 
records, and board 
memberships

2019
RID moves to Publons 

Publons user can add and manage 
publications in their public profile

2021
New Web of Science

Brand new UX and new metrics

Further integration of Publons profile 
features into WoS.   

Launch of Author Impact Beamplots

2019
World-class researcher data in Web of Science

- Author Search and Author Records

- Disambiguated Author Record for all authors 
indexed in Web of Science Core Collection

- Claim (Publons) or curate (WoS) Author 
Records. 

- Profile data stored in Scholarly Person 
Master

2022
One Profile

Full integration of Publons into Web of 
Science

• One user and public facing profile

• Expanded export functions

• Web of Science citation alerts

• Freemium access to public profiles

2016
ORCID in WoS

ORCID captured in WoS article 
records



Web of Science Researcher Profile
In detail
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Profile picture, 
preferred name, org

Organization history

Awards

Connected ORCID with hyperlink

Publications (indexed and non-indexed)

Peer review

H-index, times cited, 
citing articles

Web of Science
Author Impact Beamplot

Author position analysis

Co-author network

Metrics dashboard
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Blog: The next generation 
of Web of Science 
Researcher Profiles –
Clarivate

Visit the interactive guide 
to your new profile here

https://clarivate.com/blog/the-next-generation-of-web-of-science-researcher-profiles/
https://fileshare.clarivate.com/training/wosg/researcher-profiles
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Who can see my profile?
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Free visitor

Free visitors have no subscription 
access to Web of Science and have 
not registered for a free account.  
They come to your profile from a 
direct link.  You can share the direct 
link to your profile on a website, 
like your organization's faculty page 
for example, or simply by sharing it 
directly with someone.  

Free users will have limited 
visibility of your profile 
information.  They can see only 
your most recent publications and 
a selection of your author metrics.  
Free users cannot search for 
profiles in Web of Science.

Registered User

Registered users have created a free Web of Science 
account, but do not have subscription access to Web 
of Science.  They can see all of the publications you've 
placed in your profile but can only see a selection of 
your author metrics. 

Registered users can use Web of Science to search 
researcher profiles by name or identification number 
(Web of Science ResearcherID or ORCID), but they 
cannot search Web of Science article records.

Web of Science subscriber 

Web of Science subscribers have full access to 
Web of Science data based on their 
institution's subscription.  They may or may 
not have created their own researcher profile 
but have the option to create one at any time.  
They can:

View and edit their own profile
View all publications and citation metrics for 
your profile, and the profiles of others.
Search for researcher profiles by name or 
identifier, search unclaimed author records, 
and search the rich content of Web of Science 
article records
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La página de inicio
Asegúrese de acceder a Web of Science in-situ o a través de una conexión remota a su institución 
para poder beneficiarse de la suscripción completa a Web of Science. De lo contrario, solo tendrás 

un acceso libre y parcial a Web of Science para ver los perfiles de los investigadores.

Seleccione la(s) base(s) de datos y la(s) colección(es) 
donde desea buscar documentos

La búsqueda de "Documentos" le permite buscar en los 
campos más populares. Aparece una descripción de 

cada campo cuando pasa el cursor sobre él en la lista. 
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Buscar el perfil de un/a investigador/a

Una búsqueda de autor 
rápida y eficiente guía a 
los usuarios con el 
objetivo de localizar 
fácilmente al autor que 
están buscando. 
Independientemente de 
cuán común sea su 
nombre.
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• Los nombres completamente únicos le llevarán 
directamente al perfil del investigador

• Los nombres ambiguos le llevan a una pantalla de 
resultados donde puede refinar aún más su búsqueda 
antes de seleccionar el perfil correcto o combinar 
registros en una vista de autor.

Su experiencia de búsqueda se 
ajusta automáticamente según el 
nivel de ambigüedad del nombre

Nuestro algoritmo de desambiguación utiliza 
más de 40 indicadores para agrupar 

publicaciones probablemente creadas por la 
misma persona en un Perfil de Autor

Claimed
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Perfil “reclamado” 
(verificado por la 

propia autora)
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Registro de autora
“no reclamado”
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Identificador provisional
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Perfil “reclamado” 
(verificado por la 

propia autora)
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Vea a la persona, no solo una lista de publicaciones

Un Web of Science ResearcherID ahora se 
puede usar para vincular directamente a 
cualquier perfil utilizando este formato:
https://www.webofscience.com/wos/author/
record/L-5060-2014

https://www.webofscience.com/wos/author/record/


Publicaciones, revisión 
por pares y métricas
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Author metrics 
dashboard
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Author Impact 
Beamplot
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Context is everything

20
High or low? 0

25

20

High

0

1000

20
Low

¿El total de citas de esta publicación es alto o es bajo?

Depende del contexto (área de investigación, año de publicación, tipo de documento)
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“Beamplot” de 
impacto del autor

Cada documento se compara con 
los documentos de mismo tipo 
publicados EL MISMO AÑO y EN LA 
MISMA CATEGORÍA. Con esta 
comparación, cada uno recibe un 
conjunto de métricas 
normalizadas.

Un “beamplot” permite visualizar 
el percentil normalizado de cada 
documento que un investigador ha 
producido a lo largo de su carrera.
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Personalized 
homepage
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Jump back into your 
research thanks to the 

left-hand navigation

A quick view of your profile stats and links to popular actions, 
such as adding publications or exporting your profile as a CV.
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Configure your preferences

Personalized 
Homepage
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