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“What’s in a name?”: author name disambiguation  

Source: https://www.netcredit.com/blog/most-common-name-country/

Most common last names in the world Different authors share the same name 
(polysemy)

Causes of authors’ name synonymy:
✓ Different transliterations of non-English names
✓ Spelling errors 
✓ Name changes and pen names 
✓ Different versions of a personal name (full or 

abbreviated)

The same author may publish under different 
names (synonymy)

https://www.netcredit.com/blog/most-common-name-country/


Searching documents with a name
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It is often difficult to retrieve an author’s publications searching per author’s name 
(especially if multiple authors with the same name and initials)

There is a solution – Author’s identifier!



Searching documents with an identifier
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If the researcher has claimed the authorship of this paper in 
Web of Science and/or ORCID, then his identifier(s) will 

appear in the table below the author names,
and this paper will be retrieved when searching by identifier.
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Searching a list of papers vs. a researcher profile

Note that the number of results may vary depending on your institutional 
subscription to the different collections comprised in Web of Science. 

The researcher profile will display papers that might be outside 
of your Web of Science subscription. And the researcher can 

also add papers that are not indexed in Web of Science.
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Searching a researcher profile in the Core Collection

The new researcher tab guides users through the process of easily locating the author you are looking for. 
Regardless of how common their name is.

Search by Author name with type-ahead functionality

Alternatively, you can also search an author identifier
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Searching a 
researcher profile 

• Completely unique names will 
take you straight to the profile.

• Ambiguous names take you to 
a results screen where you can 
apply filters to refine your list.



Insert footer

• Showcase publications, 
citation metrics, peer reviews, 
and journal editing work in 
one open, easy-to-maintain 
profile.

• Gain visibility with less effort 
by managing a profile offering 
comprehensive ORCID 
integration. 

• Save time finding experts in 
any research area with new 
search and filter options.

10

Web of Science Researcher Profiles 
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Suggesting a data correction
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Complete the form and submit it 
at the bottom of the page

If you find any error in the document record (author name, address, title, etc.) you can request a correction.
Note that we only correct indexation errors in Web of Science and verify the information is identical in the original document.

1

You will find this box at the 
bottom right of each record 

2

3

Web of Science will generate a form 
pre-filled with the publication data



Suggesting a data correction
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If you need to submit more than one correction, you have the option to fill and submit an Excel template following these steps.

You will find this black bar at 
the bottom of any page1

2

Web of Science will open an empty form. 
Select any “Type of Change” and download 

the “Multiple Request Template”

The Excel template contains different tabs 
depending on the type of change

Fill the template and save it
TIP – The Accession  Number (also known as UT) is the unique identifier of a 

document record in Web of Science. You will find it in the last section of a record URL 
(example: https://www.webofscience.com/wos/woscc/full-

record/WOS:000526116500034 )

3

Fill the online form with your contact Information, 
upload the Excel file at the bottom 

and submit your request

4

https://support.clarivate.com/ScientificandAcademicResearch/s/datachanges?language=en_US
https://www.webofscience.com/wos/woscc/full-record/WOS:000526116500034
https://www.webofscience.com/wos/woscc/full-record/WOS:000526116500034


14

Sesión C1 – Buscar las publicaciones de un/a autor/a

• Buscar las publicaciones de un/a autor/a

• Sugerir una corrección

• Exportar una lista de publicaciones 

• Analizar las publicaciones de un/a autor/a

• Analizar las citas de un/a autor/a



15

Exporting results

Choose the metadata you need for your project and 
export up to 1,000 results at a time

• You can export a custom selection of fields to Excel  (11 per default 

for the Core Collection, but you can edit and export up to 27 fields)

• Note that the data fields that can be exported will vary depending 

on the database. In all databases, you can export up to 11 fields

Use your account to export & navigate smoothly from platform to platform 
ONE SHARED ACCOUNT FOR ALL CLARIVATE SOLUTIONS
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Exportar mi lista de publicaciones

Se descarga un PDF con la lista de publicaciones, los datos de la revista 
y su factor de impacto (y ranking) en el año de publicación del artículo



17

Sesión C1 – Buscar las publicaciones de un/a autor/a

• Buscar las publicaciones de un/a autor/a

• Sugerir una corrección

• Exportar una lista de publicaciones 

• Analizar las publicaciones de un/a autor/a

• Analizar las citas de un/a autor/a



18

Analyzing an author’s papers  

Choose in the drop-down list how you would like to 
analyze these papers:
- Whose institutions is the author collaborating with?
- Where is this author publishing more often?
- Who are the most frequent co-authors?
- Etc.
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Creating a citation report

A table of the citations accumulated 
each year for each paper

Note that the h-index is calculated depending on your selected 
timespan and your institutional subscriptions. Publications that 

are outside of your subscription will not be counted.
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Analyzing citing papers

Analyze the articles that are citing your papers 
to see where the citations come from

(institutions, countries, journals, authors).



Citations from all databases
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• Within the Citation Network section of a document, you can also find the citations 
coming from other databases than the Core Collection.

• Click on “See more times cited” to expand the data.

• “Times Cited in All Databases” is very often inferior to the sum of citations from 
each database because the same documents can be indexed in several databases.

• Whenever the number of citations appears in purple, it means you have access to 
the indicated database within your institutional subscription. You can view the 
citing items by clicking on the purple link.



TIP - Retrieving the citations from all databases you have access to
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1

2

3
4

5

As an example, this researcher’s work as been cited in 9 patents
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